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Daniel Wolfe had been back
| home for 46 vears when he finally
received a Bronze Star for his
| heroism during the Korean War
He had dragged the body of a
dead comrade down a cliff into the
Imjin River and
had floated it
| 2% miles down-
stream, all the
| while  under
| fire,

He had been
| home : uv;n
longer when he
L-i-aill{x:d the Noreen
Bronx VA Med-  0'Donnell
ical Center for a

hearing aid. By

chance, his wife, Sheila. men-
tioned he had gotten the award.
with a V for valor, and a counselor
| suggested that they stop by the
psychiatric floor.

Neither Wolfe, 77, nor his wife
| was thinking about post-traumatic
stress disorder. He had rarely
talked ahout the war, he and lus
wife . In fact, she and their
i children had not known about his
| courage the day his platoon was
| ambushed until he got his medal.

But five years later, that is ex:
actly what Wolle is heing treated
or with mlideprew:nt medica-
ion.

" wasnl .nnn- that I had it." he
said.

The Korean War has been
called the “Forgotten War.” The
cenilict was fought from 1450 to
| 1953 and ended in a stalemate af-
ter 36,000 Americans were killed;
the veterans returned to the Unit-
ed States and typically were le fito
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He arrived on the front line in
April 1952. He was not there from
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CARMEL
opcorn and soda won't be
for sale, but Bible read-
ings and accepling Jesus
as savior now gel top
tthe i_'lr"w] Multiplex on
ni!~
vie mmunity Church
un assembling its 80 mem-
- one-hour weekly pr
al 945 4

vhen the Rev. Brian
of Carmel discov-
mavie house was
he decided to
New venue.
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from the start.” Mclntyre [lJI
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| conviction; he was a high school

graduate without the money to at-
tend college or skills to get a well
paying job.

“North Korea didn't
threat to the United
as | was concerne

He was scared.
tines churming, before he went out
ols, he zaid. But on Aug. §.
952, after his platoon
ambushed, he tumed hack for
Robert Massengale, whn was ly-
ing on the ground

*1 crawled under quite a
enemy i
his collar back
recalled. “And then, as |
ing, emhrulng i
dovwn, [ and, ‘1s thi

“So I pinched his cheek. an
-a.hm Iy num-pulm Sold
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Korean War hero
suffers aftereffects

O'DONNELL, from 1B

“I didn’t think about it,” he an-
swered.

Post-traumatic stress disorder
had been identified well before the
Korean War. During World War,
it was called “shell shock”; in
World War II, it became “combat
fatigue.”

Freud and his contemporaries
wrote about it, and in the 1940s, a
psychiatrist from Harvard Medical
School reported on its treatment
after the tragedy of the Coconut
Grove nightclub fire in Boston,
when nearly 500 people died.

But though the post-combat
trauma of other veterans gained
lots of attention, many Korean
War veterans were overlooked.

The country is now in another
war, and many of today’s service-
men and women will return trau-
matized. A yearlong task force
study released last month found
that the military’s mental-health
system was failing to meet the
needs of troops and their families.

“The current operational tempo
has exposed fundamental weak-
nesses in the U.S. military’s ap-
proach to psychological health,”
the report said.

Mental-health problems are in-
creasing among the more than 1
million who have served in Iraq
and Afghanistan. About a third of
Marines and soldiers and more
than half of National Guard troops
have psychological symptoms;
among the nearly 230,000 new vet-
erans who have applied for help
from the Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment, more than a third are suffer-
ing mental disorders.

Wolfe had been recommended
for a medal soon after the ambush,
but the paperwork for it apparent-
ly was lost in battle. When the war
ended, he returned to New York.
He graduated from college and for
35 years taught biology in the New
York City public schools. And

then he retired, attended a re-
union of his company, Company L
of the 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division,
and became preoccupied by his
time in Korea.

In the couple’s apartment in
Yonkers, his Bronze Star hangs
above his computer. Pictures from
Korea surround it on the walls. He
has even framed his dog tag and
the spoon he carried with him.

He also has short-term memo-
ry loss, and leaves behind gro-
ceries or other belongings, but he
remembers Korea clearly. He has
written an account of the war and
published it: “Cold Ground’s Been
My Bed: A Korean War Memoir.”

Writing helped him complete
the days, he said. He has taken
classes at the Hudson Valley Writ-
ers Center, and at Duke Universi-
ty and Sarah Lawrence College
and he is now working on a book
about growing up in the Bronx.
(The Wolfes retired to Florida and-
then North Carolina before com-
ing back to New York. They have
a son living in New Jersey and a
daughter in Toronto; a second son
died.)

Wolfe is probably like lots of
other men his age. He simply did-
n't talk about what had happened
to him.

He remembered stopping at the
candy store in his neighborhood
soon after he got back and being
asked if he had seen combat in Ko-
rea. When another man there
made a joke about it, he remained
silent. >

But he has paid a price.

“I'm angry that a war did this to
my husband,” Sheila Wolfe said.

Reach Noreen O'Donnell at
nodonnel@lohud.com or 914-694-
5017. Read her blog, "And
Another Thing," at
http://odonnell.lohudblogs.com.
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